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Back-to-School Newsletter 
WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL!    Dr. Gregg Parks, Ed.D., Superintendent 

 

Welcome back to students, staff, and parents to the start of another 

year full of potential. As always, I would like to extend a welcome to 

our new families. We take pride in being a school of choice and look 

forward to challenging your child to reach his or her potential. I am 

excited to begin my 9th year working with the talented Tiger Team 

professionals assembled at Nevis Public School. 

Our indoor air quality is changing. The school district has been able 

to use available funding from the Elementary and  

Secondary Schools Emergency Relief Act (ESSER) to upgrade our air 

handling systems in all of our classrooms. Dustin Wroolie, our  

Facilities Manager, has been working with a team of contractors this summer to eliminate 

some of our antiquated systems and to put top of the line air handling systems within all of 

our classrooms. 

School Lunch Program — As many of you know, the universal access to free school lunch-

es has come to an end. The increased federal funding passed during the pandemic was not 

renewed by the federal government. As a result, our families will once again have to either 

qualify for Free or Reduced Lunches or will have to pay for breakfast and lunch meals. I felt it 

was important to reprint the following excerpt from my newsletter in 2018 regarding the 

school lunch program. 

Our district participates in the National School Lunch Program which makes it possible for all 

school children in the United States to receive a nutritious lunch every day at school. Your 

child may qualify for free or reduced price school meals based upon your family’s income. The 

cost of meals is not the only area affected by the percentage of families qualifying for free and 

reduced meals. The number of families that we have receiving free and reduced meals also 

affects our school funding and the classes of athletics and activities we participate.  Both our 

State and federal government recognize that additional support should go towards children 

who qualify for this program. As a result, we are able to hire staff specifically to improve our 

reading and mathematics proficiency. The Minnesota State High School League also uses a 

free and reduced headcount formula to determine placement in athletic and activity classes. 

For example, we host a nine-man football team because of our size in grades 9-12 and  

because we are able to subtract a percentage of our Free and Reduced Meal student count. 
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This formula allows us to remain competitive with other small schools. Traditionally, at Nevis, we have approximately 52 

percent of our elementary families who are eligible for this program. However, when our students get into the high 

school, the number drops off dramatically to around 38 percent. Why the big drop? Historically, it can be traced to a va-

riety of reasons, but mainly, it is because families do not fill out the form and return it. 

The program could save you around $500 per year for each child if they were eligible to eat breakfast and lunch each 

day. Please see our school website under the ‘Parent’ and ‘Forms’ tabs for the forms necessary to sign up for the program 

if you are interested. 

SCHOOL YEAR IS READY TO KICKOFF! 
Brian Michaelson, Principal 
As the calendar flips to August, it means one thing, the start of school is just around the corner.  Where 

did the summer go?  Days are getting shorter and school supplies are on the shelves at our local stores.  

I would like to welcome everyone back to school, and extend a special welcome to all of our new  

students and their families.  The staff and I are looking forward to another exciting year at Nevis.  We 

are excited to welcome new staff to our team this year:  

 Scott Bischoff  Regular Route Bus Driver 

 Katie Buckholtz  High School English 

 Jessie Doty   6th Grade 

 Rebecca Ewertz  5th and 6th Grade Special Education 

 Megan Henry   Speech/Language Pathology Assistant 

 Joel Kopkie  Bus Mechanic 

 Jordyn Lucas   Middle School Special Education 

 Cassy Smith   1st Grade 

 Becca Thon   Agricultural Science 

Fall activities will be starting soon, so check the school website’s ‘Upcoming Events’ calendar for important dates.  Open 

House for students in grades 7-12 will be August 31 from 6:00-7:30. Orientation for 7th grade students will begin a bit 

earlier at 5:30 in Tiger Arena.  Open House for grades K-6 will be September 6 & 7 from 12:00 to 7:00.  You will need to 

schedule your child’s open house appointment with their teacher using ParentVue through Synergy.   ParentVue will also 

allow you to see current grades, attendance and discipline information throughout the school year.  If you are not able to 

access your child’s school data online, please contact Lynne Gustafson in the High School office by email at 

lgustafson@nevis308.org or call 218-652-3500, option 1.  

INTRODUCING THE NEW STAFF 

Mr. Scott Bischoff - Scott joined the 

team of bus drivers last spring as a  

substitute driver.  Scott has been a  

welcomed addition taking extra trips and 

driving a summer school route.  When 

the school year begins, Scott will be be-

hind the wheel as a shared regular route 

driver on Bus #14.  

Mrs. Rebecca Ewert will be teaching 

grades 5-6 special education — “I have 

worked in public education for about 10 

years.  I love working as a teacher.  I think 

children are amazing human beings with 

so much to share and love watching them 

grow. In my spare time I enjoy reading, 

hiking, biking, crocheting, and hanging 

out with my husband and kids. I am excited to start teach-

ing at Nevis School!” 

Mrs. Katie Buckholtz  joins the  

Language Arts Department teaching 

freshman and junior English classes — 

“As a graduate of Nevis School, I am 

excited to join the school community as 

an English teacher in the high school. I 

received my bachelor's degree from  

Bemidji State University, have over 15 

years of teaching experience, and hold a  

master's degree in teaching from Southwest Minnesota 

State University. It is important to me that students in my 

classroom feel valued, find joy in learning, and gain  

critical thinking and problem-solving skills as well as be 

able to communicate clearly through reading, writing, and 

speaking.” 

 



Miss Jessie Doty joins the Tiger staff teaming up with Mr. 

Kramer in  6th grade — “Hello! I graduated this last spring 

from the University of  Wisconsin-River Falls, where I studied 

Elementary and Early Childhood Education. I have worked as 

a swim instructor for eight years as well as lead teacher at a 

daycare for the last three years. I am thrilled to be teaching 

language arts to 6th grade students; it was always one of my 

favorite subjects in school. I am looking forward to being a Tiger and  getting to 

know the students, as well as the community, as the year progresses! “ 

Mrs. Megan Henry is welcomed as the speech/language pa-

thology assistant — “I have three years experience working in 

the school setting, working with primarily elementary students 

in the field of speech/language pathology. During this time I 

completed the Ready Body Learning Minds curriculum and 

studied several books by Ross Green which have both influ-

enced my educational perspective. Previously, I have worked 

with school gardens and the Farm to School program. I look 

forward to working with the team  and getting to know both staff and students! “  

Miss Jordyn Lucas w ill be w orking w ith special education students in 

grades 7 and 8 — “I graduated from Nevis in 2016, then continued my education at 

Mayville State University studying Special Education and 

Health Education. While attending Mayville, I was a 5-year  

student-athlete on the volleyball team which went to nationals 

during the 19-20 season. After graduating, I was a paraprofes-

sional at Thompson High School in Thompson, North Dakota. 

Then, I accepted a long-term substitute teacher position at  

Dilworth Elementary in Dilworth, MN, where I filled in for a  

special education teacher for grades 1-3 for 2.5 months. I’m 

mostly excited about the opportunity to give back to my home community! It’s great 

to be home!  Go Tigers! “ 

PICTURE DAY IS COMING! 

Image Photography in Bemidji will be 
taking school pictures on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, September 6 and 7.   
 

 For students in Grades PreK-6,  
pictures will be taken from  
12:00-7:30, after your scheduled 
Meet & Greet time 

 For students in Grades 7—12,  
pictures will be taken from  
12:00-3:00 each day at a  
scheduled time for the class. 

 
How do I purchase school  
pictures? 
 
Online.  To purchase pictures and make 
personalized selections of backgrounds 
and colors, please visit  
imagebji.hhimagehost.com   
 
Will class pictures be taken? 
 
No class pictures will be taken this year.  
However, you will be given a class  
composite with the purchase of a  
package.  The composite picture will  
be an 8x10 picture with an individual  
picture of each student in the class.  
 
If a parent has questions about their 
order, or are having troubles ordering, 
they can contact Image Photography at 
218-751-8308. The hours are  
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am-5:00 pm.   
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Mrs. Cassy Smith team s up w ith K aylie Schell in first grade - “I student-taught in first grade in 

Nevis with Mrs. Klimek five years ago.  I graduated from Bemidji State University with my bachelors of 

arts degree in elementary education.  For the past four years, I taught first grade at Menahga Elementary 

School.  I am excited to be back in Nevis and continue on this journey. “ 

Miss Becca Thon — “My name is Becca Thon, and I am the new Agriculture teacher 

and FFA advisor.  I just graduated from South Dakota State University with an Agricul-

ture Education major and Animal Science minor.  My past work experience includes 

working with children, dairy cattle, horses, small animals, and vegetable gardens.  If anyone has great  

gardening tips I am always up to trying new things!  Some of my favorite classes to teach are animal  

science, food science, and greenhouse management.  I am really looking forward to meeting all of my  

students and teaching them the importance of agriculture through fun, hands-on activities.  Hopefully the 

agriculture and FFA  programs will continue to grow this next year.  If you or anyone you know is  

interested in helping out with FFA or agriculture classes please reach out to me at rthon@nevis308.org” 

Mr. Joel Kopkie—Joel was recently hired as the district's bus mechanic with the important task of keeping the fleet of 

buses and Type III vehicles up and running.  If you recognize the name, Joel also owns and operates Red Shed Repair in 

Nevis. 

Staff changes in the elementary include Mrs. Chase moving to 4th grade, Mrs. Cobb and Miss DeLaHunt will be in the 2nd 

grade classrooms, and Mrs. Ahrendt will be teaching in the area of Title I when the school year starts.  And, in the high 

school, Mr. Ian Johnson has moved into the area of social studies. 

http://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/pictureDayId/EVTXQ7TKX
mailto:rthon@nevis308.org


  

Grades 7-12 – 7th grade orientation and Open House will be Wednesday,  

August 31 , beginning at 5:30 in Tiger Arena where students will meet teachers and 

their mentors.  Open House for students in grades 8-12 will be held from 6:00-

7:30, Wednesday, August 31  This will be a time for students to find their  

classrooms and lockers, meet teachers, and make purchases at the District Office. 

Grades PreK-6 – All students grades PreK-6 will participate in a Meet and Greet 

with their teacher on Tuesday, September 6 or Wednesday, September 7.  The  

appointments will be scheduled in 30-minute sessions with your child’s teacher.  

Please log into Synergy ParentVue (not the app) and select ‘Conference’ on the left 

menu.  Next, select ‘Parent Scheduled Conferences’.  Then, select the time that 

works for you to meet with the teachers.    

**Note: please plan a total of 60 minutes to get all the items done.  The first 30 

minutes will be spent with the classroom teacher.  The next 30 minutes will 

be available for the other items.  Please plan enough time to complete all the 

stations.  If you have questions, please call Linda at 218-652-3600, option 2. 

OPEN HOUSE 

At the Open House you will: 

 Meet with your child’s teacher during a scheduled 30 minute time period 

 Obtain computer access codes and log in information for all the  
platforms your child will be using 

 Discuss any special concerns you have 

 **Note: You will need to schedule one conference for each child 

 Have Image Photography School Pictures taken  

 Meet with the School Nurse to discuss any concerns and have height and  
weight done 

 Complete Vision and Hearing Screening  

What is the grades PreK-6 plan for the first week of school? 

Tuesday, September 6 and Wednesday, September 7 will be used for Meet and 

Greet.  These are NON-school days.  Parents are to schedule a 30-minute period 

with their child’s teacher.  The student should come to the Meet and Greet also. 

After meeting with the teacher, students will have their hearing and vision checked, 

school pictures taken, and have the opportunity to meet with the nurse. 

The first day of school for students in grades K-6 will be Thursday, September 8.  

 What is the plan for students in grades 7-12 for the first week of school? 

Students in grades 7-12 will start school on Tuesday, September 6.  Students will 

report to their assigned rooms for class meetings upon arrival at school.  Students 

will then follow their schedule throughout the day.   

 

FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL WILL BE DIFFERENT 

 
 
ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 
 
What is the procedure for  
entering the school if NOT 
riding the bus? 
 

The arrival time for any students 
NOT riding the bus is 8:10 a.m. 
 
Students in grades K-5 will enter the 
building through the elementary 
ramp doors.   
 
Students in grades 6-12 will enter 
the building through either the front 
or west High School Hall doors.   
 
Students in PreK will enter through 
the PreK doors. 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH SCREENING 
 

All students and staff are asked to 
conduct a daily self-screening and 
stay home if necessary, this is  
considered good general health 
practice.  Please stay home if you 
are ill and report your symptoms to 
the school nurse.    
 
 
 
 

RELEASE TIME 
 
Will there be Release Time this 

year? 

Religion classes are taught by the 
Nevis area churches once a week  for 
one hour on Wednesdays, October –
April, for students in grades 1-6.  
Registration is necessary in order 
for students to attend.  Registration 
forms for will be available from 
their teachers at the Meet and Greet 
appointments or from the elemen-
tary office.  
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY 

Will students get library time? 

Yes.  The library will be open to  
students and staff.  Elementary  
students will get library time during 
the week.  
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PRESCHOOL CLASSES START SEPTEMBER 12 & 13 

Nevis Early  Childhood  PreKindergarten classes  for  four-year-olds  will  start  on  

September 12 for students registered in the Monday/Wednesday class and September 

13 for the  Tuesday/Thursday class and be in session from 8:30 a.m.—3:16 p.m. 

The School Readiness 3-year-old class that meets on Monday/Wednesday will also 

start on September 12 and the  Tuesday/Thursday class will start September 13 in  

session from 8:30-11:30 a.m.   

Openings are available in the School Readiness and PreKindergarten classes.  If you are 

interested in registering your child, please call the school office at (218) 652-3500, 

press option 1 to reach Lynne. 

For those families who have registered children for preschool – we would like to meet 

with you and your child one-on-one Tuesday, September 6 or Wednesday, September 

7, by appointment, from noon until 7:30 p.m.  Set up an appointment time through 

your ParentVue account. This will be a time for you to get answers to specific questions 

you may have, fill out last minute paperwork, bring supplies, and let the teachers know 

of any special requirements for your child. 

State law  mandates  that  prior to entering kindergarten all children must be preschool 

screened.  Preschool  screening  dates  have been set for August 26, September 30,  

October 29 and November 11.    

Nevis Early Childhood Family Education will be held on Friday mornings beginning 

September 16.  If you are interested in registering for these classes, please call the 

school office at (218) 652-3500 to have our ECFE brochure and registration form 

mailed to you, or you can access this information on the school website at 

www.nevis308.org under the ‘Early Childhood’ tab. 

SCHOOL AGE CARE HOURS 

 7:00-8:10 a.m.  

Monday-Friday 

 3:15-5:30 p.m.  

Monday-Friday 

 

When is School Age Care 

closed? 

School Age Care will be available 

when school is in session.  There 

will be no service on non-school 

days.  

COST OF SAC 

Before and after school costs: 

 $5/hour 

 $2/hour if qualifying 

for free and reduced 

lunch 

HOMECOMING 

Homecoming festivities will 

be held the week of 

September 19-23  The cross 

country team will compete in 

Park Rapids, the volleyball 

teams will host Blackduck 

throughout the week, and the 

football team will host Fertile-

Beltrami on Friday night.   

As plans are made, details of 

activities will be posted in the 

daily announcements. 

 

SCHOOL  HOURS 

The school day starts at 8:30 a.m. 

and ends at 3:16.  However, to 

avoid congestion at the end of the 

school day, students will be 

dismissed with staggered release 

times beginning at 3:12 p.m. 

SCHOOL AGE CARE (SAC) 

Will there be School Age Care September 6 and 7? 

No.  School Age Care will be staffed beginning September 8. 

Who can participate in School Age Care? 

All school age children under age 12 can participate in School Age Care.  All students 
must be registered to participate to ensure staffing. 

Where will School Age Care be held? 

School Age Care will be in the Community Ed building.  Please plan to drop off and pick 
up students from that building. 

Do I need to pre-register for School Age Care? 

Yes.  You will need to pre-register for School Age Care.  There will not be any drop-in 
students.  Availability will be based on staff and space, ensuring we meet all current 
guidelines. 

CELL PHONES (see full policy on page 10 of student/parent handbook) 

Grades K-5 – Students will not be allowed to use personal electronic devices from 

8:30 a.m. until 3:16 p.m. 

Grades 6-8 – Use of personal electronic devices will not be allowed in classrooms 

during classroom periods.  Cellular phones and other personal electronic devices may 

be used appropriately and respectfully in common areas – such as near lockers or the 

cafeteria – or outside on school grounds. 

Grades 9-12 – Teachers may, at their discretion, permit the purposeful use of  

personal electronic devices in support of curriculum learning objectives. 
5 



EXPECT COMMUNICATION VIA EMAIL 

How is the school planning to communicate with families? 

We are going to try and make all communication electronic.  We have created new 

fillable forms for families.  We are using Synergy ParentVue for scheduling parent-

teacher conferences and reporting absences.  Expect to receive newsletters and all 

communication to family emails.  Information will be posted on our website and  

Facebook pages.  Parents are encouraged to email teachers for any questions.   

However, with that said, we are very aware that some families will still prefer other 

means of communication and we will provide paper copies of newsletters, report 

cards, letters, etc. if requested by families. 

How do I return forms to school? 

There are many times throughout the school year where forms need to be completed 

by family members.  If the form is fillable, we are encouraging families to complete 

the form and return it via email. 

If the form is a paper copy and needs to be returned we are asking you scan the form 

and return it via email.  Taking a picture of the paper will work.  However, this can 

cause problems with file sizes and printing of the files.   As a result, please send all 

files as PDF files.   

One great app is the “Evernote Scannable” app.  This app is available for  

both Androids and iPhones.  Please download this app.  When you want to send 

something to the school, just open the app.  The app will take a picture of the  

document.  You can view and edit the document.  You can also send multiple pages at 

one time.  When you are ready, click on the picture of the document at the bottom of 

the screen.  It should move the pages to the middle of the screen.  At the top of the 

screen it will say how many pages are being sent.   Just below the image will be a 

small icon of a pdf or picture.  If you touch that, it will toggle between sending the 

document as a PDF or an image.  Make sure it is set on PDF.  Then, click SEND on the 

bottom.  Select mail and enter in the email address.  Note – all teacher emails are first 

initial, followed by last name and then @nevis308.org.  To send forms to the office, 

return to  lgustafson@nevis308.org 

Parent-Teacher  
Conferences 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

will be held in-person or  

virtually from 3:45-7:15 p.m. on 

Monday, October 10 and 

Wednesday, October 12.   

Conferences for students in 

grades PreK-12 will be sched-

uled every 15 minutes.   

How do I schedule a  

conference? 

Please log into Synergy 

ParentVue and select 

“Conference” on the left menu.  

On the right, select “Parent 

Scheduled Conferences”.   

Then, select the time that  

works for you to meet with the 

teachers. You will be able to 

begin  scheduling your  

conferences on Monday,  

September 11.  

ParentVue 

ParentVue is the online student 

information system used by Nevis 

School.  This program allows the 

school to communicate with  

families.   Parents will be able to 

update address information, 

phone numbers, emergency  

contacts, view and pay for meals, 

and also see any disciplinary  

referrals which have been made,  

attendance reports, and any 

grades which have been posted.   

See page 11 for more information. 

You will need access to ParentVue 

to schedule parent-teacher con-

ferences online this school year.  

If you do not have access to 

ParentVue, please contact Lynne 

at 218-652-3500, press 1 twice or 

send an email to 

lgustafson@nevis308.org to  

request a one-time access code to 

create your account. 

UPDATE STUDENT & PARENT INFORMATION 

We will be updating student and parent information online this year.  You will not be 

receiving a paper copy of the Emergency Form to update like you have in the past.  You 

will be updating the information in ParentVue.  Please note - it will not work in the 

app, you must access ParentVue online.    

To access ParentVue online, go to the school's website:  www.nevis308.org.  Click on the 

"Parent" icon on the top.  Click on "Gradebook".  Select "I am a Parent".  Enter your 

username and password.  If you need a password or you need your password reset, 

please call the office. 

Once in ParentVue, click on the "Student/Parent Information" button on the top 

right.  You will be asked to sign in - this is your name as registered for ParentVue. 

Once in the system, you will be asked to update parent, student, and emergency  

information.  If this is the first time you have updated information using this process, it 

will take a little longer.  However, many of the questions are one-time questions.  The 

link below is for the video which explains each part of the process.  If you have ques-

tions, please feel free to call the school.   

To access the parent information video: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16I7KeYZ5Zk2S5l8m7HZjtOQK1uK8w8eR/

view?ts=611525bb 
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TRANSPORTATION   

Bussing information will be available for students in grades 7-12 at Open House on 

August 31 and for grades PreK-6 at the Meet & Greet scheduled for September 6 

and 7.  

If  you  need  to  get  a  message  to  the  driver  of  your  child’s  bus,  these are  

important numbers to  remember: 

 Bus Garage, 4:45 pm – 6:30 am    218-652-3526, leave a message 

 Nevis School, 6:30-8:00 am    218-652-3500, option 1 twice  

(Lynne Gustafson) 

 Nevis School, 3:16-4:30 pm    218-652-3500, option 2 (Linda Hanson) 

How can I get a bus pass? 

Students must ride the bus they have been assigned.  The buses have very strict  

capacity.  Therefore, students will not be allowed to ride a bus other than the one 

they are assigned. 

How do I report a student absence? 

There are two ways to report student absences.  Report absences via your 

ParentVue account.  Log in to your account.  A blue box will appear on the right 

side “Report Absence”.  Enter the start and end dates for the absence.  You are able 

to report absences 45 days in advance. Enter the date and select the reason.  Please 

enter any notes you feel are valuable.  Click Save.   

Or, you can call the school at 218-652-3500 press 1 for high school or 2 for elemen-

tary to speak to staff to report an absence or leave a message.  

ATTENDANCE & STUDENT ABSENCES 

How do I get a device if my child is quarantined? 

Each student quarantined will be issued a device.  Students in grades K-5 will be 

issued an iPad.  Students in grades 6-12 will be issued a Chromebook with a  

protective sleeve.  Students are responsible for bringing their device to school and 

home as needed. 

Devices will be available in classrooms on a 1-1 basis for student use. 

What is Google Classroom? 

Google Classroom is the site where student assignments will be posted.  Students 

need to log into Google Classroom every day to check their assignments, turn in 

assignments, and see announcements. 

TECHNOLOGY 

LOCKERS 

Will students use their lockers this school year? 

Students in grades 7-12 will have access to lockers.  And, they will be allowed to 

bring their backpack into the classroom.  Jackets should be stored in the locker.  

All school supplies should be kept in a student’s backpack.    

Students in grades K-6 will use their locker for their boots, jackets, snow pants, 

etc.  All of their school supplies will be kept in their classroom desks.  
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PLEASE return the Application for Education Benefits (free and reduced lunch 

forms) as soon as possible.   We need everyone to return the form.  Return the 

form even if: 

 You plan to send lunches from home 

 You don’t think you qualify 

Nevis School has fallen below 50% Free and Reduced Lunch counts.  This is not 

good for the school, we need to be above 50%.  The Free and Reduced lunch  

percentage affects many classification and funding streams for the school,  

including the  

following: 

 Title I and II funding – math and reading help in the elementary pays for 

three teachers Mrs. Ahrendt, Mr. Schroeder, and Mr. Klimek to work with  

students  

 Title IV funding – pays for School Social Worker Mrs. Wormley, allowing  

her to work with students 

 Summer Meals – during the summer all children under the age of 18 are 

provided free meals 

 Sports classification level – 9-man football versus 11-man class A football 

 ACT cost – when Nevis School is over 50%, the cost of the ACT given at 

the school is reduced 

 Nevis School classification as a low-income school has helped us attract 

teachers and encourage teachers to pursue their master degrees as a result 

of federal loan forgiveness programs which are available to teachers who 

teach in low-income schools. 

Please take a moment to submit your application electronically at https://

www.lunchapplication.com/ or via the school website.  Go to www.nevis308.org  

under the  ‘Parent’ at the top of the homepage and then click on the ‘Forms’ tab to 

find the online application.  If you have a question while completing the form, 

there are help boxes to answer some of your questions.  If you prefer to submit 

this  

application via a paper form, they will be mailed to all households and are also  

available to print from the school website ‘Parent’ tab.  Please return paper  

New scanners have been purchased for use by students, what does 

this mean?   

Students in Grades K-5 

 Students wanting extra milk will not need milk tickets.  Students  

wanting an extra milk will be noted by the teacher on the scan sheet.  

The purchase of the milk will use the same account as breakfast/lunch. 

Food Service (continued on page 9) 

 

 MEAL PRICES: 

There will be a fee for meals this 

year.   

 Breakfast 

 $1.35 — Gr. PreK-12 

 $2.00 — Adults 

 Lunch 

 $2.40 — Gr. PreK-6 

 $2.65 — Gr. 7-12 

 $3.85 — Adults 

 Extra Milk 

 35 cents 
 

Please take the time to fill out either 

the paper Meal Application or the 

online version, both found on the 

school website under the ‘Parent’ tab 

and then click on the ‘Forms’ tab 

All students who were approved for 

free or reduced-price meals during 

the 2021-22 school year, and were 

enrolled in the last month at Nevis 

School may automatically qualify for 

a one-time P-EBT benefit of $435. 

Newly eligible students that submit 

new applications for educational 

benefits between July 1 and Septem-

ber 2, 2022, may qualify, if they have 

not already qualified for a 

summer 2022 payment. 
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FOOD SERVICE — BREAKFAST & LUNCH 

STUDENT RELEASE  

Occasionally the school has 

requests for student names and 

addresses.  If you would like 

your child’s name removed 

from the list, please contact the 

school.  Please be mindful, this 

takes them off all lists requested 

by colleges, churches, and the 

military. 

INSTANT ALERT 

Nevis School  will once again be 

using an instant alert system 

(School Messenger) to notify par-

ents of unverified student absenc-

es, bus delays, school closings/

delays and past due accounts – 

including lunch balances.  If you 

have questions or concerns,  

contact the high school office at 

218-652-3500, option 1. 

FREE/REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATIONS 

https://www.lunchapplication.com/
https://www.lunchapplication.com/
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Students in Grades 6-12 

  à la carte will be using the scanners.  No cash will be taken at ala carte.  Students will select their item and be 

charged individually for items they purchase.  Then, they will scan their bar code, using their card or phone .   If the 

student is out of money and needs to deposit money, cash deposits can be made in the District Office during lunch 

or parents can deposit money through SchoolPay at any time.  The funds will appear in the account, allowing the 

student to eat the same day – there isn’t a 24-hour time delay for funds to appear in the account. 

There are several parent controls available through the new scanner system.   

  à la carte  NOT allowed – you can set parent controls which does not allow your student to purchase items at  à la 

carte. 

  à la carte  LIMITED – you can set a limit on the amount spent each week at  à la carte .  For example, you can  

limit  à la carte  to $5 per week.  Once your student reaches that amount, your student will not be able to purchase 

any  additional items at  à la carte.   

There are some parents who require the student to pay for  à la carte items themselves.  The student will need to deposit 

money into their account.  You will need to watch the account balances and expenditures to be sure the student is following 

your rules. 

Extra milk and ala-carte purchases require positive account balances.  Students will not be able to charge to their account 

and go to a negative balance for any of these items.  Students can go through the hot lunch line, but they will not be able to 

purchase any extra items.   

Microwaves will be available for students to use during lunch.  There are four microwaves students will be able to use to heat 

their food.   

FOOD SERVICE (CONTINUED) 
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SENIOR INFORMATION 

It is never too early for seniors to start looking at post-secondary plans.  Students can start applying now, depending on 

the college.  Costs of college are always a big concern, it is important to start planning now as FAFSA (college financial 

aid) forms need to be completed as soon  as  possible—you can begin completing the forms as early as October 1.  

Scholarship deadlines will be here before you know it.  Students should watch the listing on the school webpage for 

deadlines and requirements for various scholarships.  Some of the scholarships require a  considerable amount of  

information and writing of essays so planning ahead is a good idea.  If you want to do the best job you can, do not wait 

until the deadline. 

Individual senior (head pose) and baby pictures for the yearbook are due to the yearbook advisor, Ms. Mowder 

(Crimmins), by December 1.  These photos can be sent electronically to mcrimmins@nevis308.org or  submitted as a 

hard copy. 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Student schedules will be available in StudentVue the week prior to school starting.  Schedules will not be printed for  

students.  Schedule changes need to be made by Friday, September 9; schedule change forms are available in the high 

school office. 

TESTING — PRE-ACT & ACT 

What is the plan for the Pre-ACT? 

The Pre-ACT is a practice test for the ACT.  Students in 10th and 11th grade are  

encouraged to take the test.  The cost of the test is $17.  The Pre-ACT will be given on Tuesday, September 21 during hours 

1-4.  Students who are interested in participating in the test must pay for the test on or before September 14.  To pay, 

please log into ParentVue and select School Pay on the menu on the left.  Complete the transaction.  If you have questions 

about paying, please contact Kathy Edwards.  We can only accommodate 25 students testing, please register early.  

Testing (continued on page 10) 
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CURRICULUM PLANNING: 

Nevis School will not be providing distance learning for any student.  The focus of our school has always been, and  

continues to be, excellence in every area. We will therefore continue in-person instruction and return to practices that in-

clude classroom collaboration among students and teachers. If families would prefer distance learning they are encour-

aged to seek online placement through an outside agency.  

HAND SANITIZING: 

Hand sanitizer stations will be available in school, while students will be further encouraged to wash their hands with soap 

and water. Students will be instructed in the practices of good hygiene. 

HEALTHY FACILITIES: 

HVAC systems will be running at maximum capacity to ensure high air flow and air quality.  Cleaning practices continue 

to support the mitigation of communicable diseases.  The school will continue to clean and disinfect the school on a con-

sistent basis. 

ILLNESS: 

We are asking parents to be honest and vigilant about their children’s well-being and are depending on them to help make 

common sense decisions regarding their children’s health.  Students and employees are expected to remain at home when 

they are sick.  The school will promptly send children and employees home when they display symptoms of illness.   

Parents are expected to monitor health concerns at home. 

In determining when students may return to school after an illness, schools will follow their standard illness exclusion 

policy (fever-free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication) unless a student has a lab-confirmed case of COVID-19. 

Students with lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 are allowed to return to school when ALL of the following are true 

(Minnesota Department of Health, 2021): 

 They feel better.  Their cough, shortness of breath, or other symptoms have substantially improved. 

 It has been at least 10 days since they tested positive. 

 They have had no fever for at least 24 hours, without using medicine that lowers fevers. 

Employees will follow a similar policy. 

 

Will visitors be allowed in the classroom? 

Visitors will be allowed in the building at this time.  According to MDE and MDH guidelines, nonessential visitors,  

volunteers (reading buddies, classroom volunteers, etc.), and outside groups/organizations will be allowed in the building.  

However, be mindful that circumstances due to COVID could force changes to this decision.   

OTHER INFORMATION YOU MAY WANT TO KNOW……. 

TESTING (CONTINUED) 

What is the plan for the ACT? 

Spring Testing - The ACT will be given to juniors who sign up by October 14.  The cost of the test is $62.  To pay, please log 

into ParentVue and select School Pay on the menu on the left.  The test will be given Tuesday, March 28 starting at 8:30.   

Students will be reporting directly to the testing room.  After the test is completed at 1:30, students will be dismissed to go 

home.  More information will be available in the coming months. 

VISITORS 
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NEVIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 
210 Pleasant Street 

PO Box 138 
Nevis, MN  56467 

 
Phone: 218-652-3500 

Fax: 218-652-3505 
Website: www.nevis308.org 

SCREENING FOR SYMPTOMS: 

We recognize the important role our parents play in all things, but especially in all things related to illness.  Parents will 

be expected to daily monitor their children for symptoms and keep them home if more than one of the following  

symptoms is evidenced.  Symptoms include: 

 Fever of 100.4 degrees F or higher 

 New or worsening cough 

 Difficulty breathing/hard time breathing 

 Loss of taste or smell 

 Sore throat 

 Nausea 

 Vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 Chills 

 Muscle pain 

 Extreme fatigue 

 Severe headache 

 New nasal congestion or runny nose 

 

VACCINES: 

The Minnesota Department of Health and the CDC strongly recommends people to get a vaccine.  COVID-19 vaccines are 

not required at Nevis Public School. 

WATER BOTTLES: 

Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle to use throughout the school day.  Bottle fillers are available throughout 

the building.   

 


